
 
 
Freshman Summer 2019 Assignments 
Discovering Your Identity through a Jesuit Education 
 
 
 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 
Students have been attending Jesuit schools since 1548, the year the Society of Jesus opened its first 
school. The world has changed since then, and Jesuit education has sought to keep pace. What has 
remained constant over four centuries, however, is the belief that an education centered on the 
humanities, sciences and faith has the power to shape the intellect, character and identity of 
students. 
 
Your assignment this summer is to begin your odyssey of self-discovery in the Jesuit tradition. You 
will be asked to consider the topic of identity from the perspectives of some of the major disciplines 
that you will study at Fordham Prep. 
 
Good luck and enjoy! 
 
 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
Summer is a time off from school, but there really is no time off from learning. In order to direct 
your learning this summer, we have designed a number of readings and projects. We hope they will 
"jump-start" you into the rigorous academic life we have planned for you in September, and we 
hope you will find them an enjoyable way to sharpen your skills and to raise questions in a number 
of academic areas. Each of these assignments is due when you arrive in September. 
 
Please note that you should not do an Honors assignment unless you have been assigned to an 
Honors course. Students who have been invited into Honors courses have already been notified. 
 
Please follow the directions carefully for all the projects. Needless to say, if you sit down now and 
make a schedule for completing the projects, you will find yourself less rushed in August. Hurrying 
to finish everything at the end of the summer would not only be very upsetting in your household, 
but would also be a poor way to prepare for consistent high school work. 
 
Your first activity for these summer assignments, then, is to look over each assignment and decide 
how long it should take you to complete. Decide whether you are going to do each assignment 
separately, or whether you might do one or more of them simultaneously. Naturally, you need to 
make a schedule that fits you. Make a schedule and stick to it. Schedule-making and schedule-
following are some of the best preparations you can make for the type of work you will do at 
Fordham Prep.



1. CLASSICAL LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT 
 
Greek 1 Honors and Latin 1 (and for incoming freshmen taking Latin 2 or Latin 2 Honors) 
One of the traditions of Jesuit schools is the literature of Greece and Rome. The Iliad, the Odyssey 
and the Aeneid are some of the books we read at Fordham Prep, books that have been enjoyed for 
centuries, books that help us to understand our world and ourselves better. 
 
We ask that you read books (chapters) 1-12 of the Odyssey and complete the identifications and 
essays. These can help you focus on the story and keep better track of significant people and events. 
Since your Latin or Greek teacher will use the Odyssey as a starting point for the year, this packet is 
your first major mark of the first quarter. Please do not start the year already behind! You will 
submit this assignment on your first day of class in September.  
 
Think of the Odyssey as an adventure, the story of a man on a journey. Notice how the story starts 
with another character’s search, how far Odysseus has to travel and how much he has to suffer 
before he can find his way home. Pay attention to the choices Odysseus makes. To help you 
appreciate the story and get the most out of the first action novel in Western literature, we 
recommend you purchase the translation of Robert Fagles. It is available in paperback. Since you 
will use your Odyssey during first semester, you should buy a copy. A quick note on names: Be 
flexible! Different translators use various spellings. 
 

1. Identifications   
 These are on the next page. 
 

2. Essay Questions 
Based on your reading of books 1-12 of the Odyssey, answer each of the following questions in 
essay form. Each answer must be no less than fifty words and no more than seventy-five 
words. Place all three essays on one page in New Times Roman, 12 point, single-spaced 
format. Staple this page to the Odyssey identification page you are submitting in September. 

 
 A. Show three ways in which the challenges Telemachus meets in establishing  his 
 identity are similar to the challenges certain students entering Fordham Prep as 
 freshmen meet in establishing their identity. 
  
 B. What do you consider the three most admirable qualities of Odysseus and why are they still 

needed today? 
 
 C. The Odyssey is filled with interesting female characters. Tell who is the most 
 interesting female character and tell what are her three most admirable qualities. 



Name _______________________________________________________ Classical Languages Assignment 
          Homer’s Odyssey 
 
Identifications 
After reading books 1-12 of the Odyssey, briefly identify each of the following on the space provided. 
Submit this sheet with your essays in September. 
 
Poseidon   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ogygia   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mentor   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Proteus   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Calypso   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Penelope   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telemachus  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Athena   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Styx    ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phaeacians   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Demodocus  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Polyphemus  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Alcinous   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ares   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Helen   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Agamemnon  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Aeolus   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tiresias   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Achilles   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Scylla   ______________________________________________________________________________



2. COUNSELING DEPARTMENT 
 
Read:  The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens by Sean Covey 
 
Beginning in early September, there will be discussions and written activities about the content of 
the book. To get the most out of the book’s content, we recommend completing the various written 
activities in each chapter.  
 
Mandatory Assignment:  Answer the following three questions.  
Your answers should be thoughtful, specific and typed (12 pt. font). Be sure to answer all parts of 
each question. Also, type your name at the top of the page and be ready to submit it on the first day 
of class.   
 

1. What is your overall reaction to the book? What did you find most interesting? Most 
helpful?   
 

2. Describe two of your good habits. How/when/with whom have you practiced them? In 
what specific ways have they been beneficial?   
 

3. Describe two of your bad habits. In what ways have they limited you and/or interfered 
with your ability to reach a goal(s)? What can you do to change them (give specific 
examples)? 

 
 

3. ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
 
English 1 
TWO texts are required.   
Every English 1 Student must read Paper Towns by John Green. 
 
For the second required text, chose ONE book from the following list: 

The Alchemist, Paul Coelho 
The Pearl, John Steinbeck 
War of the Worlds, H. G. Wells 
The Martian Chronicles, Ray Bradbury 
Call of the Wild, Jack London 
Billy Budd, Herman Melville 
The Trial, Franz Kafka 
Flowers for Algernon, Daniel Keyes 
The Maltese Falcon, Dashiell Hammett 
The Ides of March, Thornton Wilder 
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Robert Louis Stevenson 
The Naturalist, Andrew Mayne 

 
English 1 Honors 
Every English 1 Honors student must read the following two texts: 

Angela’s Ashes, Frank McCourt 
Last Days of Summer, Steve Kluger 

 
In addition, each student must select and read one of the following: 



Cat’s Cradle, Kurt Vonnegut 
Lord of Flies, William Golding 
Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury 

 
 
4. RELIGIOUS STUDIES DEPARTMENT 

Read THE LIFE OF A SAINT: Ignatius of Loyola  

 

A PDF OF THE BOOK IS AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE’S ACADEMIC INFO PAGE FOR FRESHMEN. 

 
This assignment is to be typed and double-spaced in 12-point Time New Roman font. In a well-
written, four-paragraph paper, respond to the questions below. Each paragraph should be 6-8 
sentences. All work must be your own. You should not use any sources other than the graphic novel 
about Ignatius' life. Plagiarism is not tolerated at Fordham Prep and any attempt to present 
someone else's work as your own will be dealt with severely. You must save your assignment on 
your Fordham Prep tablet as a Word document file. You will submit this assignment electronically 
on the first day of school. 

  
1. Describe Ignatius' lifestyle pre-cannon ball. How does this lifestyle compare with how you 

would expect a saint to live? 
 

2. Describe the role that friends played in Ignatius' life. How did Peter Faber and Francis 
Xavier contribute to the founding of the Jesuits? 

 
3. Describe an experience from your own life that is similar to something from Ignatius' life. 

Possible similarities might include, but are not limited to: the role of friendship, being 
misunderstood, failing at something but persevering, the role of education, and having to 
come up with a new idea when an initial plan doesn't work out. 

 
 
5. SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
 
Global Studies 1  
Your assignment is to write a three-page family history explaining your own family’s story of 
coming to the United States. This information should be gathered through interviews with as many 
family members as possible. Speak with parents, grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins, or whoever 
can help you discover your roots. The purpose of this exercise is to attempt to create a clear 
understanding of you own history in order to appreciate and understand the way historians go 
about their work. Some questions that should be considered include… 
 

1. To the best of your knowledge and the information gathered, how many generations has it 

been since your earliest ancestors arrived in North America? 

2. What were the motives (political, economic, religious, etc…) that brought them to North 

America? 

3. To the best of you knowledge, where in North America has your family lived? 

 



Furthermore, where in the world do the members of your extended family currently live? Your 

family history should be typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman 12 pt. font, 1 inch margins, and 

stapled. Bring your family history to you for the first day of class, and be prepared to share your 

story with your new classmates. If you have any questions or concerns please contact your Global 

Studies I teacher or Mr. Viele (vielem@fordhamprep.org). 

 

Global Studies 1 Honors 
Watch the following National Geographic videos. 

 Collapse 

 Guns, Germs and Steel 


