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Today we join the whole Church in celebrating Jesus’ ascension to Heaven after his resurrection at 

Easter. In both the first reading and the Gospel we hear accounts of this event. Jesus gathers his 

disciples, gives them a few final words of encouragement and instruction, and then takes his leave of 

his followers to rejoin his father. This process of leave-taking is what I would invite all of us to reflect 

on today. 

 

After a brief survey of a few students I concluded that I should clarify that “leave-taking” means “an act 

of saying goodbye.” And so today we gather together to celebrate Jesus’ leave-taking of his friends on 

earth and his promise of remaining with us, even as he is no longer physically present to us. 

 

The timing of this celebration of Jesus’ leave-taking seems particularly appropriate to us as a school 

community. Tomorrow afternoon the seniors take their leave of high school classes. After finals in less 

than a month all of the other grades take their leave of this year’s classes. And, after finals I too, take 

my leave of Fordham Prep and head to Boston College (Go Eagles). Needless to say, the reality of 

saying goodbye and departing has been on my mind a great deal in recent weeks, so this feast of 

Jesus’ own departure seems particularly well-timed.  

 

We may find ourselves preparing for the small goodbye of “have a great summer, see you in 

September” or the larger, more final goodbye of “have fun at college, maybe I’ll see you at the 

reunions; if not, have a great life.” In either case, today’s readings and this Feast of the Ascension 

have something to offer us. Because we hold up Christ as the prototypical example of what it means 

to be human, we can, indeed should, look to him as a model of how to take our leaves, whether in 

small ways or bigger ways. So as Jesus departs from his friends on earth at the Ascension, let us 

consider our own practice of leave taking. Quite literally, leave-taking involves leaving something 

behind, but also taking something with us. What does Jesus leave, and what does he take with him? 

As we prepare for our own goodbyes at the end of the school year, what does God invite us to leave, 

and what do we take with us?  

 

At the Ascension, Jesus calls his friends and disciples together one last time to teach them how to say 

goodbye. The most obvious thing Jesus leaves behind is his teaching. He tells the disciples, “Go into 

the whole world, and proclaim the gospel to every creature.” Jesus promises his followers that through 

their words and actions others will come to know him, they will learn to communicate, heal the sick, 

and be free from harm. So the key thing he leaves behind is his own example and his promise to his 

friends that they will be able to continue spreading his word. On another, perhaps more obvious level, 

he also leaves behind this group of friends he assembled during his lifetime. These disciples are 

initially so lost without him that they simply stand there, staring at the sky, not sure what to do next. 

But, confusion aside, their connection to Jesus is part of what he leaves behind. To recap, when 

Jesus ascends to heaven, he leaves behind his teachings and his relationships. 

 

What then, does he take with him? All the readings tell us on this question is that Jesus is taken up 

and seated at the right hand of God the Father. But I think there are some very important things Jesus 

takes with him to his seat in Heaven. First and foremost is his experience of being fully human. Of 

growing up, making friends, facing hardships and challenges, of celebrating through joys and 



 

laughter. A key part of what Jesus takes with him as he ascends is his experience of being one of us. 

And so part of what we celebrate today is that Jesus, who knows firsthand exactly what it means to be 

human with all of the daily joys and challenges, rejoins God the Father in Heaven.  

 

In Jesus’ leave-taking, we see him leaving behind his example, his teachings, and a dedicated, close 

circle of friends. We also see him taking his experience of being human with him when he goes back 

to Heaven. As we continue striving to model our own life on Jesus’, what lessons can we draw about 

our own leave-taking at this point in our lives? Looking back on this year, or these years, at Fordham 

Prep, what is it that we leave behind as our own impact? And what do we take with us as we depart, 

either for a few months or for a longer period of time? 

 

Let’s first look at what we take with us. Take a moment to think back to your first moment at Fordham 

Prep, whether it was this past September, 52 years ago, or anywhere in between. What gifts have you 

gotten in that time? Some gifts may be very small. A smile from someone in the hallway. An 

interesting bit of trivia. Some gifts may be much larger. New friendships that will last a lifetime, new 

knowledge that inspires ideas that will shape and guide you for the rest of your life, or new 

experiences that grant you a deeper experience of being a beloved child of God. Take a moment and 

call to mind even just a few of the many gifts you have gotten from your time at Fordham Prep. 

(pause) If those are the gifts God offers us through Fordham Prep - relationships, knowledge, and 

experiences of God - how could we not take those with us into the summer and into the rest of our 

lives? 

 

If saying goodbye, or leave-taking, involves both leaving something and taking something, what, then, 

do we leave behind at the end of this year? Much like Jesus both takes with and leaves on earth the 

memories and the impact of his human relationships, what we leave behind from this year might not 

be all that different from what we take with us. So call back to mind the gifts you’ve received from your 

time at the Prep. Do we leave a legacy of seeking to share those gifts with those around us, with 

those most in need of those same gifts? Hopefully the answer is yes. If not, we still have a chance to 

share God’s presence with each other, and to let that sharing be what we leave as our marks on this 

year. It is inevitable that we will leave those around us with memories of us, so why not strive to let 

those memories be of each of us as people committed to imitating Christ in both word and deed? 

 

As we approach and move through the end of this year at Fordham Prep, let us remain mindful of 

Christ’s example of leave-taking. May we, like Christ, leave a legacy of friendship and good example, 

and take with us memories of encountering God through our faith, scholarship, and service. 


