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Update on End of Year Academic Matters and Grades
Fri, May 1, 2020 at 1:07 PM

 Principal's Office 

Dear Students and Parents/Guardians,

Fordham Prep’s Distance Learning Plan went into effect on Tuesday, March 17 and will remain in place
through the end of the 2019-20 academic year. When developing our plan, we prioritized a sense of
concern for all involved, both students and faculty, by balancing academic expectations with care for the
whole person. This intention continues to guide our administrative decisions as we prepare to bring closure
to the school year. Please find below several important items related to academic issues moving forward.

Grading Policy Adjustment for 2019-20 Academic Year

Due to the anticipated time of distance learning through the rest of the school year, there will be no days set
aside for traditional final exams at the end of this quarter. The adjusted weight of existing grade terms for
the 2019-20 academic year will be as follows:

First Quarter (Q1) - 25%
Second Quarter (Q2) - 25%
Midterm Exam (E1) - 10%
Third Quarter (Q3) - 25%
Fourth Quarter (Q4) - 15%

To explain this adjustment, the Fourth Quarter (Q4) weight has been reduced by 5%. This 5%, along with
the 10% normally allocated for the Final Exam (E2), will be distributed evenly among the first three quarters.
The student’s year-end Course Grade (YR) will be comprised of 85% for the time school was in session
with in-person classes and 15% during the last quarter of distance learning. Semester Two (S2) grades will
be calculated with weights reflective of the new balance between Q3 and Q4.

Given the successes and challenges of distance learning, we understand the academic impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic upon our students and families. The administration determined this grading policy
adjustment after important discussion on the Council with department chairs and leaders among our faculty
and staff. We also listened to feedback from faculty, students, and parents through our Distance Learning
surveys. Over the past few weeks, the administration has also reviewed best practices in grade policy
adjustments from other Jesuit high schools as well as independent schools to inform our decision. A slightly
reduced percentage for the Fourth Quarter (Q4) would appropriately allow teachers to assess student
performance and mastery of content during this unique time of learning remotely from home.
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Every school may differ in its chosen adjustment for end of year grading. Our decision to retain grades for
the Fourth Quarter (Q4) rather than shifting to an alternate model (e.g. pass/fail) respects the commitment
of time and effort that teachers and students have been demonstrating during the past several weeks of
distance learning. It is also important for us to maintain final grades for student transcripts and GPA
calculation. We believe this adjustment attends to our current reality in a fair and meaningful way.

Final Assessments

Though final exams will not proceed as usual as if we were in the school building, teachers will still have the
option to give their students a final assessment of learning for their classes. Any final assessment will be
graded within the Fourth Quarter (Q4) and not averaged as a standalone exam/assessment (in contrast to
the Midterm Exam). Teachers will provide more details to students as per their individual class plans in light
of department decisions.

Calendar Notes and Important Dates

The last day of classes for seniors will remain Friday, May 8. Report cards for seniors will be available in
PowerSchool on Monday, May 18.

School is closed on Memorial Day (Monday, May 25). There will be no distance learning on this date.

The Review Day for underclassmen (Thursday, May 28) and all scheduled Final Exam days (Friday, May 29
through Thursday, June 4) will be changed to regular instructional days following our distance learning
schedule.

The last day of classes for all freshmen, sophomores, and juniors will remain Thursday, June 4. Report
cards for underclassmen will be available in PowerSchool on Monday, June 15.

Advanced Placement Students and AP Exams

Advanced Placement (AP) exams will take place from Monday, May 11 through Friday, May 22 following
this schedule provided by the CollegeBoard. All sophomores, juniors, and seniors in AP courses are
required to take their exams as per school policy. AP students are not required to attend synchronous class
sessions on the day of an AP exam, but still have the option to do so if there is no conflict (Handbook p.
23). AP teachers of seniors may also opt to connect with their students between the last day of senior
classes (Friday, May 8) and the date of the AP exam. Please note that AP teachers of sophomores and
juniors will provide specific direction on distance learning work, synchronous meetings, and enrichment
opportunities for their classes through the end of the year (Thursday, June 4).

The CollegeBoard has communicated clear guidelines regarding official consequences for students who
violate exam security. Please carefully review this information on AP Exam Security. If Fordham Prep is
notified by the CollegeBoard that a student has violated AP exam security, we reserve the right to take
away the AP course designation on the student’s transcript in addition to following other sanctions outlines
by the CollegeBoard, which includes notifying colleges and prohibition from enrollment in future AP
courses.

Students are reminded to be attentive to all email communication received from the CollegeBoard, their AP
teachers, and our school AP coordinators, Mr. Kohler and Mr. Mercorella. More information about this year’s
AP exams from home can be found on the CollegeBoard website.

Course Selection for the 2020-21 Academic Year

As of Tuesday, April 28, all freshmen, sophomores, and juniors have completed the course selection
process in their Guidance classes under the advisement of their counselors. Any questions related to
course selection at this time should be directed to School Counselors (freshmen and sophomores) and
College Counselors (juniors). Information related to course reconsideration at the end of the academic year
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will be provided at a later date by Mr. Broussard, Assistant Principal for Academics and Student Life.

Senior Events and Graduation for the Class of 2020

Fordham Prep has been a school community of rich tradition since our founding in 1841. We are sincerely
aware of the disappointment and range of emotions for students, parents, faculty, and staff caused by the
disruption of these traditions that send off our graduating seniors. As the administration has previously
shared, we are committed to doing all we can to celebrate the achievement of our seniors and all those who
have contributed to their success in meaningful ways. Planning is underway to recognize our seniors
through virtual means in the month of May. A separate communication regarding these events will be
emailed soon to all seniors and their parents/guardians. Once we have more guidance and clarity from
state government and public health officials, we will further explore in-person options for graduation later in
the summer or fall. We are sincerely grateful for your patience and understanding.

Communication

As we move into the remaining weeks of the school year, it is important to reiterate the expectations for
proper communication as outlined in Fordham Prep’s Distance Learning Plan. Students are in school each
day from a remote location. They are expected to reach out to teachers first with questions or concerns
about assignments and/or grades. Students are responsible for academic work and progress. Parents and
guardians are responsible for supporting them. Teachers will make every effort to respond to a parent email
within 24 hours during regular school hours from Monday through Friday. Contact information can be found
in the school directory. 

Communications on academic matters should ideally begin between the student and his teacher. If further
conversation is needed, the parent/guardian should then reach out to the teacher, followed by the
department chair, and then the Assistant Principal for Academics and Student Life, if necessary.
Communicating through the proper channels of teacher, department chair, and Assistant Principal is always
the expected way of proceeding before involving the Principal. Of course, open communication between
families with school counselors and mentors is always beneficial as well.

Please also note that during the distance learning period, Fordham Prep emails a weekly newsletter to help
our community remain connected, recapping the ways our alumni, students, and faculty and staff are living
out the mission of faith, scholarship, and service during the pandemic. This newsletter titled “Fordham Prep
Week in Review” always includes a note from Dr. Petriello and/or Fr. Devron. We ask that parents and
guardians review these important weekly communications as well. You can find this week's newsletter here.

Thank you for your attention to these important academic matters. Please be assured of my continued
prayers for you and your families each day. AMDG!

Best Regards,
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