
Visual and Performing Arts 

Freshman Course Offerings 

At Fordham Preparatory School we encourage our students develop their musicianship skills through the 

use of individualized practice, group rehearsals, and lecture style courses. Students are given an 

opportunity to further their knowledge in music literacy, music history, composition, and improvisation 

in an environment that encourages creativity and experiential learning. With an emphasis on student 

centered teaching each class is designed to enhance music appreciation through an expanded knowledge 

of all facets of a given piece of music or artwork. Our goal is to produce competent musicians who are self-

driven performers and compassionate as members of group ensembles. All courses are subject to special 

limitations. 

Jazz Ensemble 

 Our Jazz Ensemble affords each student the opportunity to continue to develop as musicians on their 

own instruments while learning to engage one another in a musical context. A focus on improvisation and 

diversified repertoire helps this ensemble stand out in each performance. Students are encouraged to take 

ownership in the group through their creative experiences and, in some cases, even in writing their own 

composition to be played the ensemble.  In addition to school performances the ensemble also performs 

at charity and art events in NYC and Westchester. This course is designed for more advanced 

musicians and requires all incoming freshman to audition. 

String Orchestra 

The String Orchestra, one of our youngest ensembles, works to continue the education of our string 

musicians by engaging in concepts of interpretation and ensemble performance based skills. The String 

Orchestra includes Violin, Viola, Cello, Double Bass and Piano students from all different backgrounds. 

Our repertoire includes both sacred and secular music from all different time periods and students are 

featured in several of our Church Mass performances as well as school performances.  All string levels 

are invited to join this one credit course. 

Band Methods 

This course is open to all you students who currently study, or hope to study, an instrument. This course 

is designed to introduce students to concepts in instrumental music which include sight reading, 

performance concepts and posture. Students are given an option to study either trumpet, saxophone, 

trombone, clarinet or flute. Each student is expected to rent and oversee the maintenance of their 

instrument. Students can elect to learn a rhythm instrument (guitar, bass, drum set, piano) in the second 

semester pending instructor approval. This year long course is 1 credit. Students who wish to continue 

their instrumental music study can elect to join the Jazz Ensemble in the following year. The course is 

intended for beginner and intermediate musicians. 

Vocal Music 

In this 1-credit course, students are taught 4-part (T.T.B.B.) male choral repertoire and mixed-voice 

(S.A.T.B.) choral repertoire dating back several centuries. From early chant to Bach (17th century) to 

present day popular music, students are exposed to a variety of musical and singing styles in preparation 

for Christmas and spring concert performances at two nearby all-girl Catholic high schools. This 

combined Multi-Choir also performs at Fordham Prep and on the Fordham University Campus. These 

various events may sometimes qualify for service hours. Participation in the Fordham Prep School 

liturgies is also encouraged. Students also learn basic music theory and valuable sight-singing skills. Once 

or twice in the year, a seasoned professional singer comes to the class for vocal coaching and other real life 

experience exchanges. This is a performance course and is open to all students. 


