
 
 

 
 

FORDHAM PREPARATORY SCHOOL NAMES NEW PRESIDENT 
 

 
The Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Fordham Preparatory School, John F. Neary, Class of 1987, announced 
that Rev. Christopher J. Devron, S.J. will assume the presidency of the school on July 1, 2013, when                  
Rev. Kenneth J. Boller, S.J. steps down after a nine year tenure.   

In his announcement, Mr. Neary stated: "Fr. Devron brings a record of achievement with innovative educational 
models.   His experience is a wonderful complement to Fordham Prep's current positioning, given Fr. Boller's 
strong legacy over the past nine years. "Fr. Devron will be the 35th President of Fordham Prep dating from its 1841 
founding with Fordham University, and the 5th President since the school emerged as a stand-alone entity in 1970.  
 
Fr. Devron brings to Fordham Prep a proven educational background of academic excellence animated by the same 
spirit articulated in the school’s Mission Statement.  For the past six years, as the founding President of Christ the 
King Jesuit College Preparatory School, he helped to bring quality, affordable secondary education to a 
socioeconomically challenged population on Chicago’s West Side.  For the previous five years, Fr. Devron served 
at Regis High School in Manhattan as the founding Director of REACH (Recruiting Excellence in Academics for 
Catholic High Schools), designed to make Jesuit secondary education accessible to academically gifted middle 
school students of modest means.  In the mid-1990s, he served as Executive Director of the Inner-City Teaching 
Corps in Chicago.  Raised in the suburbs of Chicago, Fr. Devron joined the New York Province of the Society of 
Jesus in 1991.  His career in education began as a volunteer teacher in the Bronx at Cardinal Spellman High School 
following his 1989 graduation from the University of Notre Dame.     
 
Rev. Kenneth J. Boller, S.J. has over his nine years as President shown great leadership in placing Fordham Prep in 
a position of strength.  This positioning was evident in the exceptional talent and depth of candidates from across 
the nation who expressed considerable interest in the Presidential role during the school’s extensive search.  As 
President, Fr. Devron will build on Fordham Prep’s traditions and established strengths with creativity and 
enthusiasm as we follow the Jesuit call for innovation in education, to “be bold.”  Fr. Devron’s experience in 
academic excellence, Ignatian spirituality and the values of Jesuit education - together with Fordham Prep’s 
strategic direction firmly anchored in its Mission – will allow for continued growth in providing quality Jesuit 
education to young men throughout the New York City metropolitan area. 

Upon his selection, Fr. Devron remarked:  “I am grateful and encouraged by the Fordham Prep Board’s confidence 
in me, and excited to help lead one of the premiere Jesuit secondary schools in the country - especially one that 
exemplifies such high academic standards, and has an outstanding record of developing students who become men 
for others, dedicated to God’s greater glory.”  Fr. Devron’s pursuits and interests include movies, reading 
(particularly historical biography and fiction, and US politics), cooking and exercise.  Fordham Prep looks forward 
to celebrating Fr. Boller’s legacy as President as it prepares for Fr. Devron’s transition in the coming months.  

Fordham Prep is a four-year, Jesuit, all-male, Catholic, college preparatory school located on the 85-acre Rose Hill 
Campus of Fordham University in the Bronx, New York.  It is part of a network of 55 Jesuit high schools in the 
country, and it is based on a legacy that began with the Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius, who founded the 
Society of Jesus in 1540.  The school is distinguished by its faculty’s expertise, students’ college acceptances, and 
network of over 11,500 graduates.  For more information about Fordham Prep, please visit the school’s website 
(www.fordhamprep.org) or contact the school directly at 718-367-7500. 
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